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The Power and Influence of a Hero
A small man with a large heart: The effects of Heroism on society
Society is an influential power -- it formulates the majority of individuals to have similar philosophies, beliefs and attractions. This can be both a positive or negative influence, depending on the modern culture and customs. However in the memoir, Tuesdays with Morrie written by Mitch Albom, society was being negatively affected.  Mitch Albom lived in a society that valued “things” over relationships. Morrie Schwartz however, the core character in Albom’s memoir was one of the few who refused to become a societal creation.  He told Albom, “The culture we have does not make people feel good about themselves. And you have to be strong enough to say if the culture doesn't work, don't buy it.”   
The most prominent theme of this memoir could very well be Heroism. After all, “heroes are ordinary people who make themselves extraordinary” and that is exactly what Morrie did. Because of Morrie’s strong beliefs and perspective on life, he developed a unique personality which morally impacted each and every one of his scholars. Morrie was an ordinary human being in his childhood, dealing with social issues along with coming of age. What made him extraordinary was the path he took in adulthood to leave a positive mark on his students and influence the minds of those around him. 
 

Being a Sociology professor at Brandeis University, Morrie thought it important to improve every scholar’s social skills and behaviors while he indulged in making relationships and learning new things himself.  His classes were well enjoyed by each and every student due to the fact he put his heart into making a change to the world and the students in the classroom. Being a professor, Morrie wanted his scholars walking away with a new philosophy or idea that, when practiced, can have a positive impact on their future. He often repeated, “The way you get meaning into your life is to devote yourself to loving others, devote yourself to your community around you and devote yourself to creating something that gives you purpose and meaning.” (Page 43.)  Both literally and figuratively Morrie was a hero due to his mindset and “save” the lives of the students and prepare them for the future.  His goal was to keep his students on the path to happiness and help them make the right decisions.
Everyday, heroes play a role in our lives, big or small, and for the majority of the time they go unnoticed.  Morrie’s most heroic moments were as he was nearing death.  As his death grew nearer, he felt no anxiety, pain, or regret. Instead he was happy and grateful for his life, which got him on television for the first time. Morrie enjoyed being televised because although he could no longer share his life lessons and morals with his students, he could now share them with all of his viewers and try to have a positive influence of them before he left the world.  “Accept who you are; and revel in it.” (Page 111)  Morrie said happily in one of his final segments. And with that belief, Morrie gave himself to the viewers. 
It is everyone’s ambition to “leave a mark on the world” or to be forever remembered.  Before he died Morrie told Albom when speaking of true happiness “Build a little community of those you love and who love you and they will remember” (Page 94).  Morrie changed the world and the minds of not only his students and television viewers but also the minds of readers. While analyzing the book Albom requires readers to reflect upon their own lives as Morrie did for him.  Not every hero is superman physically saving a town from danger, not Morrie. But Morrie saved the town or maybe even country from stepping off the path of happiness and life, and to do that shows the real power and influence of a hero. 
